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About the 
project:



• In this project wind power is chosen as a case to explore patterns 
of mis- and disinformation in environmental communication. The 
focus in this study is placed on narratives, actors and dominant 
relations concerning wind power on social media as well as the 
role of search engines, specifically Google Search in these 
configurations. 

Fighting 
windmills?



• Misinformation: When false information is shared, but 
no harm is meant. (The person may not know it is false, 
the information is incidentally wrong). 

• Disinformation: False information created/shared with 
the intention to mislead/cause harm. 

• Mal-information: genuine information shared with the 
intent to cause harm.

(From Wardle, C. & Derakhshan, H. (2017). Information Disorder: Toward an Interdisciplinary Framework for 
Research and Policymaking. Council of Europe report DGI(2017)09. Cancel of Europe. P.5)

Important 
information 
concepts:



The data collection was carried out between June and October. The 
material includes data from:

• Twitter (Swedish language tweets mentioning wind power)

• Google (autocomplete keyword scraping)

• Google news (100 top news articles on wind power January –
September)

• Facebook / news articles (exploring how news about wind power is 
shared in Facebook-groups)

• Youtube (videos on wind power, top results/most popular videos, 
with video shares and reactions on Facebook)

What have 
we done so 
far?



What have we found?
Some visualisations and initial 

results



Topic modelling of 
Twitter-data



Co-hashtag (#) 
analysis of twitter-data



Twitter-data Wordcloud
example:
microplastics



Google trends



Google ads keyword 
planner:
Interest in wind 
power increased 
with 900% in one 
year 



Google 
autocomplete 
keywords



Youtube
Video interactions and networks



• News where wind power appears in a negative light is 
shared on Facebook much more than positive news. 

• There is a clear connection across the platforms

• There is some misinformation, but much more 
collaborative mal-information

• Sweden appears to be different from other countries

Some 
preliminary 
findings:



elisa.tattersall_wallin@hb.se

Thank you for listening
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