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Currently, Lundin leads the project, “Follow the Money: The Political Economy of 
Swedish Research, 1930–1980”, funded by Vetenskapsrådet (The Swedish Research 
Council). Ingemar Pettersson at Uppsala University participates in the project. Lundin 
and Pettersson argue that Sweden’s history of scientific research and research policy rests 
on flawed assumptions and data. Previous research, they hold, has uncritically based its 
conclusions on discourses produced by scientists. This has resulted in a standard 
narrative of assumptions; about Swedish post-war research being concentrated in the 
university sector, about the prevalence of research councils and about dominant political 
preferences for ‘pure’ or ‘basic’ scientific research. These ideas seem highly dubious 
when one examines the actual proportions and targets of funding. This project reiterates 
the old journalistic maxim of ‘follow the money’ by closely studying how money was 
distributed to scientific research from the 1930s to the 1970s, a period that witnessed the 
emergence of government research policies in Sweden. The studies are guided by 
questions of economic proportions, how money was distributed and which groups in 
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history and the history of science, aims to produce a new narrative of the political 
economy of research; one that is free from myths and traded assumptions. It has 
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current debates on science policy. 
 

Major Research Grants 
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“The Reform Technocrats: The Strategists of the Strong State, 1930–80,” funded by the 
Swedish Research Council with SEK 4,218,000 for 2012–2014 (main applicant) 
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“The Reform Technocrats: The Strategists of the Swedish Welfare State, 1930–60,” in 
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Revised Selected Papers, ed. John Impagliazzo, Per Lundin and Benkt Wangler (Heidelberg: 
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“Precursors of the IT Nation: Computer Use and Control in Swedish Society, 1955–
1985,” in History of Nordic Computing 3: Third IFIP WG9.7 Conference, HiNC 3, Stockholm, 
Sweden, October 18–20, 2010: Revised Selected Papers, ed. John Impagliazzo, Per Lundin and 
Benkt Wangler (Heidelberg: Springer, 2011), 425–432. (with Isabelle Dussauge, Johan 
Gribbe, Arne Kaijser, Julia Peralta, Gustav Sjöblom and Björn Thodenius) 
 
“Documenting the Use of Computers in Swedish Health Care up to 1980,” IMIA 
Yearbook of Medical Informatics (2011): 169–174. (with Hans Peterson) 
 
“Stockholm’s Urban Development,” in Images of the Future City: Time and Space for 
Sustainable Development, Mattias Höjer, Anders Gullberg and Ronny Pettersson 
(Dordrecht: Springer, 2011), 77–99. (with Anders Gullberg) 
 
“Future Cities–Possible Changes,” in Images of the Future City: Time and Space for Sustainable 
Development, Mattias Höjer, Anders Gullberg and Ronny Pettersson (Dordrecht: Springer, 
2011), 101–108. (with Anders Gullberg) 
 
“Att tänka om staden med historia: En introduktion till Bilstaden”, in Bilstaden: USA visade 
vägen, ed. Uno Åhrén/Per Lundin (Stockholm: Stockholmia förlag, 2011), 9–22. 
 
“Technology, State Initiative and National Myths in Cold War Sweden: An 
Introduction,” in Science for Welfare and Warfare: Technology and State Initiative in Cold War 
Sweden, ed. Per Lundin, Niklas Stenlås and Johan Gribbe (Sagamore Beach: Science 
History Publications, 2010), 1–34. (with Niklas Stenlås) 
 
“From Computing Machines to IT: Collecting, Documenting, and Preserving Source 
Material on Swedish IT-History,” in History of Nordic Computing 2: Second IFIP WG9.7 
Conference, HiNC2, Turku, Finland, August 21–23, 2007: Revised Selected Papers, ed. John 
Impagliazzo, Timo Järvi and Petri Paju (Berlin, Heidelberg & New York: Springer, 2009), 
65–73. 
 
“Mediators of Modernity: Planning Experts and the Making of the ‘Car-Friendly’ City in 
Europe,” in Urban Machinery: Inside Modern European Cities, ed. Mikael Hård and Thomas J. 
Misa (Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 2008), 257–279. 
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“Framtidens stad – tänkbara förändringar,” in Bilder av framtidsstaden: Tid och rum för hållbar 
utveckling, Anders Gullberg, Mattias Höjer and Ronny Pettersson (Eslöv: Symposion, 
2007), 117–124. (with Anders Gullberg) 
 
“Bilparkering i Stockholm – ett socialt dilemma,” in Stockholmsparkering: Mellan allas nytta 
och individuellt förtret, Olle Hagman, Anders Gullberg and Per Lundin (Stockholm, 2007), 
99–198. (with Anders Gullberg) 
 
“Controlling Space: Scientific City Planning in Sweden between 1930 and 1970,” in 
Taking Place: The Spatial Contexts of Science, Technology and Business, ed. Enrico Baraldi, 
Hjalmar Fors and Anders Houltz (Sagamore Beach: Science History Publications, 2006), 
127–150. 
 
“American Numbers Copied! Shaping the Swedish Postwar Car Society,” Comparative 
Technology Transfer and Society 2 (2004): 303–334. 
 
“Wired to Technology,” Tekniikan Waiheita, 2003, no. 2: 32–34. 
 
“De små stegen: Nordiskt telesamarbete i ett historiskt perspektiv,” Polhem: Tidskrift för 
teknikhistoria 17, no. 2–4 (1999; in print 2002): 168–200. 

Proceedings and Reports 
Att följa pengarna: En analys av forskningsfinansieringen i efterkrigstidens Sverige, Score-rapport 
2023:3 (Stockholm, 2023), 60 pp. (with Johan Gribbe) 
 
Lantbrukshögskolan och reformerna: Från utbildningsinstitut till modernt forskningsuniversitet, 
Agrarhistoria nr 5 (Uppsala, 2017), viii+144 pp. 
 
“Bilsamhället: Ideologi, expertis och regelskapande i efterkrigstidens Sverige,” in Klimatets 
krav på samhället, ed. Göran Graninger and Krister Knuthammar, Linköping 
Interdisciplinary Studies No. 12 (Linköping, 2010), 159–176. 
 
Documenting the Use of Computers in Swedish Society between 1950 and 1980: Final Report on the 
Project “From Computing Machines to IT”, TRITA/HST 2009/1 (Stockholm, 2010), 86 pp. 
 
“Inledning: Projektet och fokusgruppen,” in Användarna och datorerna: En historik 1960–
1985, Vinnova Rapport VR 2009:2, ed. Birgitta Frejhagen (Stockholm, 2009), 13–20. 
 
“Metoder för att dokumentera historia,” in Användarna och datorerna: En historik 1960–
1985, Vinnova Rapport VR 2009:2, ed. Birgitta Frejhagen (Stockholm, 2009), 21–30. 
 
“Användarmedverkan i IT-utveckling: Skandinaviska skolan,” in Användarna och datorerna: 
En historik 1960–1985, Vinnova Rapport VR 2009:2, ed. Birgitta Frejhagen (Stockholm, 
2009), 61–87. (with Yngve Sundblad) 
 
Edited transcript, Den skandinaviska skolan i systemutveckling under 1970- och 1980-talen: 
Exemplen DEMOS och UTOPIA: Transkript av ett vittnesseminarium vid Tekniska museet i 
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Edited transcript, Styrbjörn: Utvecklingen och användningen av ett konstruktions- och 
produktionssystem för skeppsbyggnad vid Kockums under 1960- och 1970-talen: Transkript av ett 
vittnesseminarium vid AVEVA AB i Malmö den 2 oktober 2007, TRITA-HST 2008/30 
(Stockholm, 2008), 53 pp. 
 
Edited transcript, Administrativ systemutveckling i teori och praktik, 1960–1980: Transkript av 
ett vittnesseminarium vid Tekniska museet i Stockholm den 26 november 2007, TRITA-HST 
2008/19 (Stockholm, 2008), 52 pp. 
 
Edited transcript, Databehandling vid Väg- och vattenbyggnadsstyrelsen/Vägverket 1957–1980: 
Transkript av ett vittnesseminarium vid Tekniska museet i Stockholm den 22 maj 2006, TRITA-
HST 2007/2 (Stockholm, 2007), 42 pp. 
 
Edited transcript, Tidig programmering: Transkript av ett vittnesseminarium vid Tekniska museet i 
Stockholm den 16 mars 2006, TRITA-HST 2007/1 (Stockholm, 2007), 43 pp. 
 
Edited transcript, Att arbeta med 1950-talets matematikmaskiner: Transkript av ett 
vittnesseminarium vid Tekniska museet i Stockholm den 12 september 2005, TRITA-HST 2006/1 
(Stockholm, 2006), 43 pp. 
 
Designing Democracy: The UTOPIA-project and the Role of Labour Movement in Technological 
Change, 1981–1986, CESIS Electronic Working Paper Series No. 52 (Stockholm, 2005), 
10 pp. 
 
Städernas persontransportsystem: Igår, idag, imorgon: Exemplet Stor-Stockholm, TRITA-HST 
2003/5 (Stockholm, 2003), 28 pp. 

Book Reviews 
Book review of Rolf Torstendahl, Engineers in Western Europe: Ascent – and Decline? A 
Profession Torn Between Technology and Economy, 1850–1990, with Outlooks to the Present 
(Springer, 2021) in Respons, 2022, no. 3: 33–34. 
 
Book review of Simone Turchetti, Greening the Alliance: The Diplomacy of NATO’s Science 
and Environmental Initiatives (University of Chicago Press, 2019), in Technology and Culture 
63, no. 1 (2022): 276–278. 
 
Book review of Mariana Mazzucato, Sikta mot stjärnorna: Hur uppdragsdriven innovation kan 
förändra kapitalismen (Stockholm: Verbal, 2021), in Respons, 2021, no. 4: 46–48. 
 
Book review of Katrine Marçal, Att uppfinna världen: Hur historiens största feltänk satte käppar 
i hjulet (Stockholm: Mondial, 2020), in Respons, 2021, no. 2: 64–65. 
 
Book review of Gunnar Wetterberg, Ingenjörerna (Stockholm: Bonniers, 2020), in Respons, 
2021, no. 1: 53–55. 
 
Book review of Rolf Hugoson, Umeå stads historia: 1950–2010 (Umeå: 
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Book review of Ulf Sörensson, ed., Slussen vid Söderström, Samfundet S:t Eriks årsbok 
(Stockholm: Samfundet S:t Erik, 2004) in Byggnadskultur: Tidskrift för byggnadsvård, 2005, 
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[Johan Nordström’s and Sten Lindroth’s Prize for Outstanding Scholarly Work in History 
of Ideas] 

Special Commissions 
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Föreningen), 2011–2017 
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Co-chair of the Program Committee, Third IFIP WG 9.7 Conference on History of 
Nordic Computing (HINC3), 2009–10 
 
Member of the Steering Group for the project “From Computing Machines to IT,” 2005–
2009 
 
Member of the Program Committee, Second IFIP WG 9.7 Conference on History of 
Nordic Computing (HINC2), 2006–07 
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